infinite seascape, the village seemed compact and claustropho-
bic, its houses crowded close together in the one small corner
of the Great Blasket that faced the mainland and offered shelter.
The islanders were pragmatic people. In the years after the
evacuation they returned in naomhdga to strip their former
homes of doors, roof beams and slates, and anything else that
might be useful jg their new lives.

At the top @ syrey house
where Peig 53 nd strong
in 1910, b | blown
out the wi _ rich and
eccentric pild | S, who

visited the Great Blg

Seized with an amlg as a holiday
ranch, he & d bought their plots,
very cheap . NS cpect big money for a
derelict hou ANRIFC 1gand? One man sold for a
bottle of brand fmougwent. Collings was larger
than life and the peag t of [ffingle loved a character, so
SOME Were sor > >

The next time anyone t ed the Great
Blasket was in the mid-ei isement in the
Wall Street Journal oftered Br sale for a million
dollars, That was the sta ong and complicated legal

battle between a company e

Taylor Collings’s share of e land, and the Irish government
_ led at that time by Chirles Haughey, the owner of Inis
Icileain — which wanted to establish a national park. The issue
was still before the Supreme Court as | crossed on that first
boat of the season, and the future was unclear. There were
signs of the island being brought back to life anyway, I had
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